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edgy and confused.

flict? To win, to achleve atalpmate,
or to -negotiate the country into
“neutralization,” after the patteen
established in Laos?

Sen. Barry Goldwater has sug-
gcested the administration may have
a neutralization program up its
sleeve. If so, this would  be the

hands of the Communists.

tion has shunted aside suggestions

tentions are.
"Against that background, a high-

tral Intelligence Agency is worth
Willard Matthias of the~GClAls.Board

pessimistic view of the Viet Nam
crisis, “confirming charges that the
administration’s war has gone badly.
1The paper, according to board chair-
man Sherman Kent, “has general
hoard approval.”

In  this . important. CIA - paper,
|Matthias® states concerning Viet
Nanm:

J‘The counter-guerilla effort con-

[P SYDUE U P S T ROUPRI T S S -

As the Vietnamese war drags on,
the American people begin to get’

What purpose is the Johnson ad- -
_ministration pursuing in this con- -

‘equivalent of delivering the country,
and all of Southeast Asia, into the .

This would be a poor conclusion’
indeed to a long and costly war in
which American lives and treasure -
 have been freely dispensed. Need-'. .
less to say, the Johnson administra- .

that it does ‘intend neutralization.
Yet no clear statement has been -
forthcoming as to just what its in- -
ievel report emanating from the Cen--
reading, This. paper, written by~

of Mational Estimates, gives a highly:

the inherent difficulty of the problent
and partly because Diem’s successors :
have not yet demonstrated the lead-
ership and - inspiration necessary.®
There remains serious doubt that
victory can be won, and the situa-
tion remains very fragile.

“If large-scale U.S. support con- |
tinues and if further political de- -
tevioration within South Viet Nam
is prevented, at least a prolonged :
stalcmate can be attained. There |
is also a chance that political evolu-
tion within the country and develop- :
ments upon the world scene could
icad {0 some kind of negotiated |
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© settlement based upon nculralma-.;‘

tion,” 3

Is this what the Johnson adminis-
tralion bas .in - mind? Continued-
{ighting by American soldiers fo
achieve a “stalemate”—to be Tol-;
lowed by another “negotiated settle-
ment” ending in “neutralization”? Is:
this-what the administration’s Viet-7

" namese war is aimed to achieve? If:

so, the American people who have!
been told that this was a war tof
stem the tide of Communism and to:
protect the free world have been.:
badly misled. . 5

The public is. entilled to some |
stroight tallk about Viet Nam. Does
this high -level CIA paper represent.’
official policy in the Johnson admin-"
istration? Does . Presiflent Johnson '
agrec with the conclusions which:
have met with “gencral board ap-.
proval” in the highest intclligences

~office in his administration? The

} lmues to flounder. mtlv becausc of

country needs answers to  (hese.

questions, and needs them soon, H
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